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Rebuilding, Revival And Restoration Of The People Of God

Do you realize beloved children of God, do you realize from your youth, all the way through until the time that you see Jesus Christ, that you are called to be men and women of history.  What is history?  History is His story.  It’s the only history that matters.  Last week I talked to you about the legacy that you would leave.  I talked to you about the book that we are writing.  We looked at Malachi and we saw that a book of remembrance is being written about us and that God is writing our names down and our deeds down.  We know that as Christians when we stand at the judgment seat of Christ that we’re going to give an answer for the deeds done in our bodies.  2nd Cor. 5:10, Romans 14:10, that we’re going to give an answer for the deeds done in our body whether they be good or whether they be good for nothing.  You don’t want to have deeds that are good for nothing.  So God in His sovereignty has given us a book, a book by the name of Nehemiah.  Right from the first words of that book we have the author’s name.  But as you go through the book, when you get to chapter 3, to what I said sounds like a ho-hum chapter, when you dig into it you find out that there is nothing ho-hum about that chapter.  It is loaded with truth.  But what makes it so tremendously effective is the fact that it list the names of men in that chapter.  It talks about men and it talks about women, women that came to help rebuild the wall of Jerusalem.  

What I want you to see is, Nehemiah’s name is not the only name in that book.  Why does God bother to detail all those names?  Why does God sit down and have the inspired author, Nehemiah, record the names of those people?  Many of them their profession, tell us where they build, what section they build and what gate they worked on or what portion of the wall that they worked on.  Why does God take all that time and say, “Next to him, next to him?”  Then He uses the other words that you have seen, “After him, after him.”  You see them at this angle of the wall, you see them at this projecting tower, you see them at the broad wall, you see them all around, you see them and you know who they are for the most part, because their names are written in this book.  It is a book that is going to be preserved as Mathew 5:17-18 says, it is a book that is not going to pass away because heaven and earth are not going to pass away.  It is an eternal so to speak, memorial, not just to Nehemiah, the leader but to all those that gathered around Nehemiah to take away the reproach of the city of God.

It is so neat because in the March/April, 2009 edition of “Biblical Archeology Review”, it has a heading, “The Wall That Nehemiah Built.”  It is so exciting as we have gone to Israel we have watched and observed over the years the excavations that they have been doing in the city of David.  If you were to stand and look at the typical picture from the Mount of Olives, down through the Kidron Valley and up to the Temple Mount, you can see the Dome of the Rock [It doesn’t belong there and it is going to be removed, but you see it there.]  You know it doesn’t belong there because when you did your study you found out that Jerusalem belongs to the Jews and to no one else.  But then you see the edge of the wall, you see a street and you see the buses go and the traffic go but over to the left as you go down is the city of David that is being excavated.  As they were excavating the city of David and found names, names, some of them are people actually mentioned in the Bible.  Isn’t that awesome!  What does God show you?  It’s called Nehemiah’s wall but that wall would not be up if it were not for the individuals.  You are important.  You are leaving a legacy.  You may not be called to be a Nehemiah, leadership may not be your thing but I will tell you this and I will guarantee you this, that as we look at the wall in a sense, the kingdom of God, something that honors the King, builds His kingdom and goes around the city of Jerusalem.  What you can understand is that your life matters.  You, as an individual, matter.  As they wrote down those names in Nehemiah 3, and as some of them are still to be found in those excavations of Nehemiah’s wall, you can know that God has a purpose for you in fulfilling His story.  You, you are a part of history.  If you are sitting there right now and you are thinking, O no not me, you don’t know I’m a nothing, I’m not smart, I’m not capable, I’m not talented.  All I have got to tell you is, that is not the voice of God.  That is the voice of an enemy.  The voice of the enemy as you know from Nehemiah 4 can be very, very strong and very, very loud, and very, very demoralizing but don’t you dare listen to it.  You listen to God.  

This is what I want to do.  I want us to look at Nehemiah.  I am going to give you points that I want you to write down and consider.  When you look at the book of Nehemiah what you see is the wall is down and God needs some man, some person, to come along and take away the reproach of Jerusalem.  So if I am going to be a person that helps a Nehemiah, if I am going to be a person that comes along side of a Nehemiah, I want to make sure that I have a Nehemiah.  I want to make sure I haven’t got a Sanballat.  I want to make sure I haven’t got a Tobiah.  I want to make sure I haven’t got a Judas.  Do you understand?  I want to make sure that I haven’t got a Demas as in 2nd Timothy, for Demas has forsaken Me, having loved this present world more than he loved Jesus.  I want to make sure I align myself with someone that God’s hand is truly on.  So what is a Nehemiah?  

A Nehemiah is a person who has seen a breach in the wall.  (Neh. 1:1-3) A person who has seen so to speak a breach in the wall, a weakness, a need, a crisis, this is what you see in Neh. 1:1-3.  This breach in the wall is something that is a reproach to our King and His kingdom.  It is a need, it is a weakness, it is a critical situation, it is so to speak a frontier that needs to be taken.  It is a battle that needs to be fought for one person and one alone and that is God.

I look at our country.  The other day I turned on the news because I was working, working, working into the evening and I just wanted to catch the news.  The news went off and some program came on and I was horrified.  I thought is my twelve year old granddaughter on this station where they are talking about sex?  Where it is so common that there are no absolutes, there is no right, there is no wrong, and there is no immoral behavior because we are an amoral society.  I’m sitting and watching with one of our men that works and serves our ministries as a volunteer.  He and I are watching “Band of Brothers” because he had never seen it and I want him to see it.  He is a marine officer.  So we’re sitting there watching and they use this word that we hear all the time, the “F” word is what we call it.  I said, “You know back in World War II they didn’t use that word.”  It wasn’t part of our society but it is so prevalent now.  Where is someone that sees the moral breakdown in the United States of America and like the Clapham Sect which was a group of people that lived in a section of Clapham in England, rise up and say, “England is going down the tubes morally and we’re going to bring a reformation of morals and manners.”  And a reformation happens.  You have the Victorian era and you have people that were just so crude and rude becoming proper because a group of people, Wilbur Force among them who fought slavery, came along together and worked in their country.  So it is a frontier that needs to be taken.  A battle that needs to be fought for One and One alone.  You say but what’s so bad about that?  God says in Ezekiel, that His heart is broken by His people’s adulteress ways.  It breaks God’s heart, it offends His holiness, His righteousness.  

A Nehemiah is a person whose heart is troubled.  They mourn, weep seek God.  (Neh. 1:4-11)  A person whose heart is troubled, broken, so disturbed that he or she mourns, weeps and seeks God because of this so called breach in the law.  Nehemiah sought God through fasting, confession (he confessed the sins of his people and his forefathers corporately and this is important because who sees God?  Blessed are the pure in heart for they see God.  So here is a man whose heart is troubled, a man who wants his heart to be clean.  Here is a man who is a man of prayer.  You see that in Nehemiah 1:4-10.  He is a man that is totally dependant on God for the results and you see that in Neh. 1:11 as he says, “God make our way successful.”  

A Nehemiah is a person that is called to action.  (Neh. 1:11 – 2:8)  His heart is not just broken but he is motivated to do something.  So this is the Nehemiah.  You don’t want to just sit around with broken hearted people and just mourn, weep and wail, and do nothing.  You want people that are going to take action.  So this is a person who is called to action that is given direction by God.  You see this in Neh. 1:11 – 2:8.  As you look at what you studied in Nehemiah 1 – 5, one of the things you see is prayer does not leave us passive.  Prayer is you seeking God, talking to God in this case about the breach in the wall and you’re not just going to sit there and pray and pray and pray and do nothing.  It does not leave us passive.

A Nehemiah is a person who assesses the situation.  (Neh. 2:11-16) He goes out and he goes to Jerusalem.  He goes out at night, gets on his donkey and he looks at the conditions of the walls. One place it is so bad that he can’t even get through on his donkey but you see him assessing the situation.  

A Nehemiah is a person who knows they cannot do it alone.  A person who knows [this is key] they cannot and should not do it alone.  There are some people that want to step out and they want to do a big work for God, but they are going to do it by themselves, and they are going to get all the glory.  Nobody else’s name is going to be mentioned, it won’t be written down and no tribute will be given to them.  That is not a Nehemiah.  A Nehemiah will look at the situation, assess the situation, does all the things I told you and then knows that they cannot do it alone.  So they assess others.  Watch what he does.  He says [Neh. 2:16-17] The officials did not know where I had gone or what I had done; nor had I as yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials or the rest who did the work.  Then I said to them, “You see the bad situation we are in, that Jerusalem is desolate and its gates burned by fire.  Come, let (who) us rebuild the wall …  Let us, the “us” is listed, not all of them but the “us” is there.  Their names are written in the book.  They have left a legacy.  So a Nehemiah enlist those that have a like mind, a like heart, a like burden.  

A Nehemiah is a person who awakens, arises and builds.  [I added “awakens” because it is not there but you can see it in his attitude.]  I have awake, arise and build because it takes me back to Judges.  Do you remember the days of Judges?  Do you remember the story of Deborah and Barak?  Do you remember the condition of the people?  As you look at Judges 4 & 5, I awoke, I arose, awake, arise and he tells in the book of Judges in those chapters how the people awoke, how they prepared for the battle and how they went to war.  You see this in Neh. 2:18 [Watch the word “arise”.]  I told them how the hand of my God had been favorable to me and also about the king’s words which he had spoken to me.  Then they said, “Let us arise and build.” … [So what is he able to do?  This Nehemiah is able to convey the need to others so that they turn around and say, “Let us arise and build.”]  Neh. 2:20 So I answered them and said to them, “The God of heaven will give us success; therefore we His servants will (what) arise and (what) build, …  Now listen to me, a Nehemiah is not a person if you’re looking for a specific bridge in the wall, a specific frontier, a specific need for something.  You see somebody that talks and talks and talks about it but does nothing about it.  They’re not your Nehemiah.  They’re going to be someone that can convey the situation and call people to action, so that they arise and they build, but also Nehemiah arises and builds with them. Do you understand?  He just doesn’t motivate troops and then goes back and sits back there.  Let “us” what?  Arise and build

One of the things about speaking because God has just given me that calling in my life so I go and speak.  I don’t want to go and sit in the green room.  I always tell them, “You don’t need a green room for me.”  The only time I am in a green room is because whoever is in charge has made me be there.  But I don’t want to be in the green room, I don’t want to be back here with the other leaders and speakers, not that I don’t love them, but I want to be out with the troops.  I want to be out with the people.  I want to be talking to you.  I want to listen to you.  I want to be praying with you.  I want to be crying with you.  I want to be laughing with you.  I want to be loving you.  You have got to have that connection.

A Nehemiah stays in constant communication with God.  He starts off in communication with God but he stays in constant communication with God bringing everything to Him.  (Neh. 4:4) Hear, O our God, how we are despised!  Return their reproach on their own heads and give them up for plunder in a land of captivity.  Who is he talking about?  The enemies.  He’s saying, “God deal with Your enemies.”  These are people that are in direct opposition to the word of God.  These are people that have dug in their heels.  These are people that are not going to be converted.  These are people that are not going to be turned around.  So you see him in communication with God.  (Neh. 4:8-9) All of them conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause a disturbance in it.  But we prayed to (what) our God, …  Now here is not, “I prayed.”   In Neh. 4:4 it is Nehemiah praying, Hear, O God, how we are despised! …  But here it is “we are praying to our God.”  So they know that their direction and their help has to come from God.  So they stay in constant communication with God.  

A Nehemiah rebuilds what is broken.  Now listen, he doesn’t get side tracked.  (You are going to see that in next week’s lesson.)  What I want you to see is there are some people that just have to do it themselves.  If it is a Bible study they’re going to write it.  If it is something they’re going to do it.  What they do is instead of taking what God has provided in the body of Jesus Christ and using it, they keep reinventing, reinventing the wheel.  One of the things that has been my distress, is the all the different Bibles that are out on the market.  Because I think about all the other countries where we could take and put God’s money and translate it into their languages when America has Bible upon Bible upon Bible upon Bible.  So repair what’s broken.  

A Nehemiah doesn’t leave until the task is done.  He doesn’t walk away until the task is done.  (This is key.)  Perseverance in rebuilding a wall is critical.  Perseverance once you set your hand to the task, you’ve got to finish it.  What did Jesus say?  No man having put his hand to the plow and then turning away is fit for the kingdom of God.  God intends for us as we do His work to persevere in that work.  [I don’t know how many biographies you have read but if you will read the biographies from the old times, not today – some are good, I don’t mean that—but you want to read a biography where they shared their inter life.  Where they share their prayer, their battles not just share their victories, where they share the conflict and everything so that you get to know these people.  I think about India and William Carey.  William Carey called to go to India.  William Carey battling the British because they’re over and not treating the people right, they are just over there to make money.  William Carey, that sees that those people have to have the word of God in their language.  William Carey, whose wife is insane.  William Carey who gets a translation completely done, and then there is a fire, and it destroys all of his work, but he perseveres.  He immediately, immediately instead of sitting down and moaning and groaning and raising his puny little fist in the face of what they called the divine providence, the sovereignty of God, he sat down immediately and he began doing his translation work again.]  He is a man who is not defeated, a man that is not discouraged, a man that does not put his tail between legs so to speak and runs off like a whipped puppy.  It is a person that stands, others may become demoralized but your leader cannot.  The minute your leader becomes demoralized, you’re in trouble unless someone else rises that will be strong and courageous and will stand there and take the helm.  So it will kill the work if Nehemiah becomes demoralized.  It will kill the work unless a Nehemiah comes to the front.  [Neh. 4:4] Hear, O our God, how we are despised!  …  We are being despised, why?  Sanballat, Tobiah have said all these things.  They are pooh poohing what is done on that wall.  They are just bringing him down.  But then you move to Neh. 4:11 Our enemies said, …  (Neh.4:10) Thus in Judah it was said, (Listen words can be very, very powerful.  They can be very, very destructive.  The first tactic of the enemy was verbal.  [See many, many people, many of you are not going to leave a legacy unless you quit listening to the devil and quit mourning about your past that God has forgiven.  Mourning because you didn’t get what you wanted.  And if you had needed it God would have given it to you.  But He takes what you didn’t get and He uses us as a platform to show the grace and the sufficiency of Jesus Christ and use it to minister to others.  But the church is more like the patients in a hospital than the doctors and the nurses and surgeons in the hospital.]  So what He says, [Neh. 4:10] Thus in Judah it was said, “The strength of the burden bearers is failing, yet there is much rubbish; (There is a whole pile of dust, nothing but dirt.  How are we going to rebuild a wall with all this dirt) and we ourselves are unable to rebuild the wall.”  And in a sense you are unable, but if God before us (what) who can be against us.  We are more than conquers through Him (what) who loved us.  This is the victory that overcomes the world even our (what) faith.  So here they are and they have been demoralized by these words and now [Neh. 4:5] Do not forgive their iniquity and let not their sin be blotted out before You, for they have demoralized the builders.  They demoralized them and this is what was said.  [Neh. 4:11] Our enemies said, “They will not know or see until we come among them, kill them and put a stop to the work.”   We are going to kill you.  

I can tell you story after story after story of people that were threatened to be killed.  One of them a dear Romanian brother, and they had done all this torture and everything and finally they walked him down a hall like a cave and they put him at the end of that.  He pulled out his gun and he said, “I am going to kill you at the count of ten.  You see all this blood on the walls, I am going to splatter your brains all over this place.”  And he began to count and as he began to count, Haralan Popov realized he was about to see Jesus.  And a smile came on his face.  It got bigger and bigger and bigger and joy was all over him.  The man said, “What are you smiling for?”  He said, “Shoot, I’m about to see Jesus.”  So he shot down at the ground and he spared Haralan Popov who went on to be used mightily of God.  A man who I one day had the privilege of talking to face to face.  I said, “what kept you?”  He looked at me and he said, “What do you mean?”  I said, “What kept you strong?”  I will never forget, he looked at me and he said, “You know, when you love someone you’ll do anything for them.”  When you love someone you will do anything for them.

Don’t listen to the words of man.  Listen to the words of God.  So what do you do?  You don’t listen to the words of man.  You listen to the word of God.  You don’t listen to the words of man.  You listen to the word of God.  [Neh. 4:20] “At whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there.  (What does he say?)  Our God will (what) fight for us.”  He knows because he’s been on his knees from chapter one, he knows precious ones that God is going to give him success.  So you don’t listen to the words of man.  You listen to the word of God.

Don’t leave the task until it’s done.  You must be strong and courageous or the troops won’t be.  Under don’t leave the task until it’s done and perseverance is critical.  You must be strong and courageous or the troops won’t be.  [When Hank and I were watching “Band of Brothers”, you see these men that have a leader that does not care about them, he is going to make them tough and he does.  But when he gets out on the field he falls apart.  None of the men want to be with a leader that is going to fall apart.  Why?  Your life is at risk.  This is the true story of Easy Company in World War II, a group of paratroopers.  What those men do is when they see their real leader, being in a sense taken out by this other leader, they all lay their career on the line and risk a court martial.]  You have got to be strong.  You have got to be courageous.  What did God tell Joshua when he’s getting ready to go into the land?  Be strong and courageous, don’t turn to the right, don’t turn to the left.  Observe to do according to all that I have commanded you and I am (what) with you.  Jesus said the same them to us.  Go into all the world, we are to make disciples of all nations.  And low I am with you even until the end of the age.  All authority has been given to me.  Jesus is our leader.  

Expect warfare and deal accordingly.  Expect warfare and deal with it accordingly.  What is Nehemiah 4 all about?  It is all about opposition from (where) without.  What was the key word that you marked over and over and over again? “Enemies.”  You had Sanballat, Tobiah who was an Ammonite, the Arabs.  If you look at Jerusalem on the map up north is Sanballat’s Samaria.  Over to the east is the Ammonites.  Tobiah is up north with Sanballat.  Down here to the south is the Arabs.  Over to the west are those that are from present day Palestine, over in the Gaza the Ashdodites, etc.  They are surrounded by their enemies.  But I want you to know that when you look at this, when you look at the fact that they can expect warfare, they are to deal with it accordingly.  What the enemies are saying to God, “Come on God, come on.”  You can’t say, “Come on God” and not get it from God.  You cannot defy God and go unjudged or unpunished.  The enemies are inviting the wrath of God because they are opposed to the work of God.  Jesus says, “If you are not with Me you are against Me.”

So you don’t give way to the fear of man.  What I want to do is talk with you about the fear of man and the fear of God.  Under this point this is what I am throwing to you.
 	Override fear of man with fear of God.  You don’t bow to fear because the fear of God must be the overriding fear.  You can’t fear God and fear man.  Do you understand?  So the way that you keep from fearing man is you override the fear of man with the fear of God.  Now what is the fear of God?  It is the respect of God.  It is the trust of God.  It is trusting God to be God.  It is trusting God that whether you live or die, it doesn’t matter.  If you die, you are absent from the body, you are with Jesus.  But you say, “I fear the torture.”  All I can say is, many, many saints have been tortured horribly for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  And only they can tell us of the grace that were poured out on them at that time.  But you can know if you look at Hebrews 11.  It talks about all this victory.  [Heb. 11:33-35] who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection;  (sounds awesome doesn’t it?  It’s all triumphant.  Then it says this) and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain (what) a better resurrection; Paul says, (Gal. 6:17) …I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.  You look at the eleven apostles and they were all martyrs except John.  Which tradition tells us was dipped in a cauldron of boiling oil and exiled to the Isle of Patmos.  But the rest all died martyrs deaths.  He did not deliver them.  In the letters to the churches he says to those in Smyrna, Rev. 2:10-11) Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold the devil is about to cast some of you into prison so that you may be tested and you will have tribulation for ten days.  [I know exactly how long it is going to last.]  Be faithful unto death, and I will give you (what) the crown of life.  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.  Which is the lake of fire.  So here what you see is, that we are not to bow to fear.  If we will fear God, it will override the fear of man.  

So I want to give you four points under fear.

A.  The fear of man brings a snare.  [Proverbs 29:25]  The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted.  Will be exalted.

B.  The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge.  What does Nehemiah need?  He’s got this attack coming from this opposition without.  What does he need?  He needs to know what God wants him to do.  He needs to know how to handle it.  So under fear of God is the beginning of wisdom [Psalm 111:10].

C.  The fear of God is the beginning of knowledge [Proverbs 1:7]   Knowledge is the information.  Wisdom is the application of it.  

D.  Discern fear of the Lord.  Discover the knowledge of God.  [Proverbs 2:2-7] Make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding; for if you cry for discernment,  That’s what you see.  Hear me O Lord, remember me O Lord.  Remember Tobiah, remember Sanballat and you hear him constantly crying, constantly communicating to God.  So what you see is in Prov. 2:2-7, he says if you cry for discernment (I’m not quoting the whole thing but he says) cry, seek, search then you will discern the fear of the Lord and discover (what) the knowledge of God.  (Prov. 2:5) Then you will discern the fear of the LORD and discover the knowledge of God.  

I want you to look at the word “fear.”  [Neh. 4:14] When I saw their fear (fear of the people), I rose …  (what do you have again?  Arise.  The other “arise” was in Neh. 3:1) Then Eliashib the high priest arose with his brothers the priests and built the Sheep Gate; … Do you see the arising?  Then you see it again in Neh. 4:14 When I saw their fear, I rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people: “Do not be (what) afraid of them; remember the Lord who is great and awesome (put your focus on God, look at who God is.  Don’t focus on the men, don’t focus on their threats and don’t focus on their strategy.  But you don’t just pray and stop.  What do you do?  This is how you handle fear. You remember God.  Remember who He is.  You fight.) and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and your houses.”  

A Nehemiah arise, confront the enemy, have a plan of action.  You need to arise. (I pointed this out)  You need to confront the enemy.  You need to have a plan of action.  This is what Nehemiah’s do.  They are not to demoralize, not immobilized, they are not decimated, they are able to arise.  Arise and confront the enemy.  It says, “fight for your brothers, sisters and that.  You need to confront them and need a plan of action.  Listen, if that is your Nehemiah, he needs to be part of that plan.  He needs to be on the front lines with the troops.  He’s out there and you need to be out there with your people.

A Nehemiah needs to watch for opportunists within.  (Neh. 5:1-5)  So what does a Nehemiah do?  He expects warfare.  He deals with it accordingly.  The opposition from without but he also watches for opportunists from within.  That’s what Nehemiah 5 is all about.  

A Nehemiah has to be among the people, hear their outcry and evaluate it.  What you see in Nehemiah 5:1-5 is the complaints of the people.  You see that a Nehemiah has to be out there with the people.  He has to be among the people.  He has to hear their outcries.  He has to evaluate, is it legitimate?  (Let me tell you something.  If you have somebody that is stirring the pot and causing all this rumble and it is not legitimate, you have to get rid of them.  You have to get rid of them because they will weaken the whole group.)  So Neh. 5:1-5 you have to be among the people, hear their outcry and evaluate it.  Be angry.  It is wrong if nothing moves you to get you off the dial, something is wrong with you.  The Bible says in Ephesians 4, be angry and sin not.  If you ever study anger and I have done a through study of anger.  I did it for my study on “Lord, Heal My Hurts.”  The one that gets angry the most is God.  God gets angry.  There are things that we need to be angry about, but we are never to be controlled by anger.  Have you got it?  You are not to let the sun go down on your wrath.  You are not to be controlled by anger.  So watch Neh. 5:6 Then I [Nehemiah speaking] was very angry when I had heard their outcry and these words.  (So how does he handle it?) [5:7] I consulted with myself  (He gets self under control so that he’s not moving in anger.) and (I did what) contended with the  wrong doers.  

A Nehemiah is willing to confront and contend for the people.  Listen if you are not willing to come to the defense of your people.  If you are not willing to stand with your troops, with the people that are serving with you, you are not worthy to be a Nehemiah.  You have to be able to contend for the people.  This is what you see in Nehemiah 5:7.  Who does he contend with?  The nobles.  What did some of the nobles do?  They sat at home while the wall was being built.  … contended with the nobles and the rulers and said to them, “You are exacting usury, each from his brother!”  Therefore, I held a great assembly (what) against them.  [5:8] I said to them, (then he tells them what is wrong.  You see it all the way through verse 5:13.  [5:10] …Please, let us leave off this usury.  [5:11] “Please give back to them (when) this very day …  No delay, do it now.  Why?  Because this is a cross roads.  If this doesn’t get taken care of those poor people are going to be so preoccupied with their problem that they are not going to be any good standing there building the wall, holding their instruments, working with one hand and carrying a weapon in the other.  He has to deal with this.  

A Nehemiah will be an example of integrity.  Your Nehemiah needs to be an example, a man or a woman of integrity.  They have to be a person of integrity.  Neh. 5:8-18 you see Nehemiah’s integrity.  You see what he has done.  You see what he is saying.  You see that he was not doing these things that these people were accused of.  So you have to be a man or a woman of integrity.  

In 1st Timothy 6 you find an admonition to the kind of people that we are to be.  [1st Tim. 6:6-10] But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, …  That is 1st Timothy 6 and you need to read it and you need to understand what God says about how you are clean before God, because you are a person of integrity.  (Listen to me very carefully.)  Nothing, nothing wounds the body of Jesus Christ or hurts the cause of the Kingdom than sin within the camp.  [You see leader after leader after leader, if you don’t have grounds for divorce you don’t lead because you are not happy.  You don’t marry somebody else’s husband and break up somebody else’s family and then write and tell how happy you are now.]  We are called to be an example.  We are called to deny ourselves.  We are called to take up our cross.  So we need to know that judgment begins at the house of God.  

Last, in the midst of these opportunist within, this is what your Nehemiah and you with him, need to be able to say.  [Neh. 5:19] Remember me, O my God, for good, according to all that I have done for this people.  For this people.  A leader.  Jesus is our leader.  We are to be imitators of Jesus.  Paul says, “Be an imitator of me even as I am of Jesus Christ.”  When you look at our leader in His high priestly prayer in John 17:19 “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.”  And His ultimate act of sanctification was crucifixion, death so that the people might live.  [Neh. 5:19] Remember me, O God, according to all the good that I have done for these people.

Because listen, it takes a group of people to rebuild the wall.  You don’t do it by yourself.  You can know that if you give yourself to the cause that God has called you to do, whether you’re the leader, or whether you’re the worker, you’re leaving a legacy.  You are a man, a woman of history.  It’s His story being lived out in you.  May we live it well.  The church desperately, desperately needs men and women that are living it well.  Let’s pray.

Father, O Father, as we sit here before You, having studied all these hours, having disciplined ourselves for the sake of Godliness.  Having washed ourselves in the water of Your word, having gone deeper with others, discussing, sharing, crying, laughing, praying together, hurting and rejoicing together.  Father now, having heard a message, having looked at a Nehemiah, having looked at what a Nehemiah needs to be like, and the examples You have given us.  What the wall builders need to do and all of that Father.  What do you want us to do?  What would you have us to do in the story of redemption that You are writing?  In the annuals of the King, that You are recording.  Father, I pray that You would just, as we sit before You for a minute, that you would deal with each one of us individually.  Convict, convert, consecrate, commission.  Father there is so much that needs to be done.  We know that Jesus will not return and set us His kingdom until this gospel is preached in all the world, Your story.  Father, I pray that You would remind us over and over and over again of the work, Kingdom work, that needs to be done.  And that we would be about our Father’s business, for Your glory, for Your glory Lord.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.


